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Research Hours: 
Saturday’s 10am – 3pm 

 
 
 
 

By Appointment:  
Jennifer Bryan (530) 917-9478 (cell) 
Patricia Healy (530) 598-4035 (cell) 

 
 
 
 

Contact: 
GSSC1@att.net 

GSSC (530) 842-0277 (Leave Message) 
 
 
 
 

On the Web: 
www.siskiyougenealogy.org 

gssc1@att.net 
 
 
 
 

See Us on Facebook:  
Yreka Genealogy Society of Siskiyou County 
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Genealogy: Where  
You confuse the dead 

And 
Irritate the living! 

Unknown 
 

 

************ 
 

 If you don’t know history, 
 

You don’t know anything.  
 

 You are a leaf that 
 

Doesn’t know it is part  
 

of a tree. 
 

- Michael Crichton 
 

*********** 
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                        PRESIDENTS CORNER 
     By Patricia Healy 
 
 
What	an	exciting	time	it	is	to	be	a	genealogist.		With	the	many	records	that	are	now	digitized	and	
right	at	our	fingertips,	we	can	now	spend	much	of	our	genealogy	time	at	home	searching	for	our	
ancestors.			
	
New	techniques	and	learning	resources	are	easily	obtainable	through	the	many	blogs,	podcasts	
and	webinars	that	can	found	online.		Genealogical	research	has	changed	dramatically	in	the	last	
ten	or	twenty	years,	and	we	can	look	forward	to	many	new	changes	in	the	future.		I	hope	everyone	
is	taking	advantage	of	the	many	records	and	learning	opportunities	available	to	us	all.		
	
Your	genealogical	society	is	working	hard	to	keep	you	informed	of	the	new	research	sources	
becoming	available	daily.			Don’t	forget	your	society	library.			We	are	frequently	adding	new	
information	and	books.			Check	out	this	issue	for	a	list	of	new	books	recently	added	to	our	
collection.		
	
Take	time	to	update	your	research	techniques.		Welcome	change!		It	brings	new	research	and	
learning	opportunities.	Happy	hunting.						
 
 
      Patricia Healy 
      GSSC President 
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INFORMATION PAGE 

 
PURPOSE OF GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

 
To stimulate public interest in family history.  To collect, preserve 
and publish genealogical historical maters relating to American 
families and places.  To provide educational service to the communities in Siskiyou County.   To 
establish and maintain for the use of members and others a library of American genealogy, local history 
and biography including a surname file.  To hold meetings for instructions and increased effectiveness 
of its members.  To serve and support the genealogy departments of Siskiyou County Library.   
 
 
ADDRESS: 
Genealogical Society of Siskiyou County 
912 So. Main St., Yreka, CA 96097-0225 
Phone: 530-842-0277 
E-mail: gssc1@att.net 
 
WEBSITE: 
http://siskiyougenealogy.org 
 
REGULAR MEETINGS:  
(Held quarterly, at the above address, 
March, June and September, the last 
Saturday of the month, however December 
is the second Saturday.  Alternate dates 
may be scheduled due to holiday conflicts 
through the year.) 
1 PM.  
 
MEMBERSHIP FEES: 
$25.00 Individual 
$30.00 Family (same address) 
Membership July 1st to June 30th 
 
NON-MEMBER FEES: 
$5.00 per day (facility use) 
 
OFFICERS: 
President: Patricia Healy 
Vice President: Gail Platt 
Secretary: Jen Bryan 
Treasurer: Pat Williams 
Past President: Mary Burchfield 
 
COMMITTEES: 
Projects Pat Williams 
Research Jen Bryan/Pat Healy 
Library Pat Healy/Gail Platt 

Web Site Jen Bryan 
HEIR LINES: 
Quarterly Publication (fiscal year) 
October, January, April, July 
 
ADS PRICE SCHEDULE:  
Business Card $ 5.00 
Quarter Page   10.00 
Third Page   14.00 
Half Page   18.00 
Full Page   35.00 
 
DEADLINES: 
For Ads, Article’s, 1st of the publication 
months 
 
GSSC will NOT endorse or accept 
commercial, political or religious ads. 
 
APPOINTED POSITIONS: 
Editor of Heir Lines Gail Platt 
Indexing Heir Lines  Pat Healy 
Publications No. Co. Karen Cleland 
Publications So. Co. Mary Burchfield 
Rose Hicks Brown Patricia Healy 
New Members Patricia Healy 
 
RESEARCH REQUESTS: 
Send to GSSC (gssc1@att.net) 
Cost: $15.00 per hour/1 hr minimum 
Reimbursement required for cost of Vital 
Records and Photo’s of Grave Sites (within 
Siskiyou County).  Enclose a stamped self-
addressed envelope. 
 
QUERIES: 
Send to gssc1@att.net

	



GSSC	Heir	Lines,	Volume	42	#1																																																																																					Oct	2017	6	

Yreka Walking Tours 
Coming to a close for the season!

Sponsored by the Siskiyou History Alliance Partnered with Siskiyou County Historical Society 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
THANK YOU DON AND LINDA HERBERT! 

  
	

	
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SPECIAL	EVENTS	TOURS	
	

Tours	are	about	1	hour	long,		
$2.00	per	person	

 

	
Masonic	Hall	Tour	Oct	13	(Friday)	4:00pm	

Meet	Corner	of	Miner	and	3rd	Streets	
	

Miner	Street	Tour	Oct	13	(Friday)	6:00pm	
Meet	in	Front	of	the	Franco-American	Hotel	

	
Historic	Halloween	Oct	31	(Tuesday)	5:00pm	

Meet	at	Evergreen	Cemetery	

	

It	 wasn’t	 long	 ago	 our	 Siskiyou	 County	
Genealogical	 Society	 found	 the	 need	 for	 a	
library	 book	 cart.	 	 One	 of	 our	 members	
graciously	 volunteered	 her	 husband	 to	 help	
with	 our	 needs.	 	 We	 were	 excited	 to	 have	 a	
positive	response	from	her	husband!		He	agreed	
to	 use	 his	 creative	 talents	 to	 make	 the	 book	
cart!		As	you	can	see,	we	are	already	using	it	to	
display	our	books	we	have	for	sale!		Thank	you	
Don	and	Linda	Herbert!	
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MARK YOUR  
 

CALENDAR! 
 

NOV 2017 
 
Saturday/10am 4 Nov 2017 Introduction to Genealogy!   FREE  
Thursday/1pm 9 Nov 2017 Board Meeting @ GSSC in Yreka/Members are invited 
Saturday/10am 11 Nov 2017 Military Records – Fold3 

$10 Members - $15 Non Members 
Saturday/10am 18 Nov 2017 Open Research!  FREE 
Saturday 25 Nov 2017 CLOSED – THANKSGIVING WEEKEND 

 
DEC 2017 

  
Saturday/10am 2 Dec 2017 Introduction to Genealogy!  FREE 
Saturday/1pm 9 Dec 2017 Webinar Program: DNA - FREE 
Thursday/1pm 14 Dec 2017 Board Meeting @ GSSC in Yreka/Members are invited 
Saturday/Noon 16 Dec 2017 Qtrly Mtg – Christmas Potluck 
Saturday 23 Dec 2017 CLOSED – CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS 
Saturday 30 Dec 2017 CLOSED – NEW YEARS WEEKEND 
 

JAN 2018 
 
Saturday/10am    6 Jan 2018 Introduction to Genealogy!   FREE 
Thursday/1pm 11 Jan 2018 Board Meeting @ GSSC in Yreka/Members are invited 
Saturday/10am 13 Jan 2018 Open Research!  FREE 
Saturday/10am 20 Jan 2018 Interpreting Early Handwriting – Hands-On Class 

$10 Members - $15 Non Members 
Saturday/1pm 27 Jan 2018 Webinar Program: TBA 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	

	

		

	

BOARD	MTGS:		We	have	begun	to	have	our	board	
meetings	at	the	homes	of	out	of	town	GSSC	officers	at	
times.		If	the	meeting	is	scheduled	for	other	than	GSSC,	and	
if	interested	in	attending,	please	contact	those	officers	that	
are	listed	above.	
	
CLASSES:	Classes	are	held	at	GSSC	and	are	scheduled	for	
10am.			
	
PROGRAMS:		Programs	are	held	the	last	day	of	the	month	
and/or	after	our	quarterly	meetings.		They	are	scheduled	
for	1pm.	
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															NEW IN THE LIBRARY! 

 
     We want to thank everyone for these donations!  If you 
have donated a book or books and your name is not listed, we 
probably have not yet shelved it.  We will print it in the next 
issue of the Heir Lines!     
             
   
 

“THANK YOU” for your Donations! 
  
Lauri Bishop: 
 Siskiyou Pioneer Issues: 
      Tulelake Edition 2005 

     Montague Centennial 1986 
     Montague 1980 

Harvey Russell:   
Tangle Blue, Senger Family 

JoAnne Mello:    
The Good ‘uns, Memoir of H.C. Jackson, The German Element in the US, V.1 & V.2, Along 
the old Roads, Orleans county History, Harney County an Historical Inventory, History 
of Plymouth County, Massachusetts, Pioneers: Sketches of Pioneer Days in Shasta, 
Tehama, Trinity, and Siskiyou Counties, Guide to Manuscripts of the State Historical 
Society of Wisconsin, The Genealogies of Samuel Packard of Bridgewater Massachusetts, 
A Journey to Ohio in 1810, History of Herman Missouri, A History of Healdsburg as 
Reviewed through Articles Appearing in the Russian River Recorder, St Louis Catholic 
Parish, Fond du Lac, Wisconsin. 

 
GENEALOGY	SOCIETY	OF	SISKIYOU	COUNTY	~	912	SOUTH	MAIN	ST.	~	YREKA,	CA.	96097	

	
IF	YOU	HAVEN’T	PAID	YOUR	ANNUAL	DUES,	IT’S	TIME	NOW!		DUE	BEFORE	AUG.	1ST	2017!		OOPS!	☺	

	
Member	1yr.	$25.	 	 	 __________	 NAME_______________________________________________________	
Family	1yr.	$30.	(Same	household)	 __________	 ADDRESS	___________________________________________________	
Friend	1yr.	$50.	 	 	 	 __________	 	 				___________________________________________________	
Patron	1yr.	$75.	 	 	 	 __________	 	 				___________________________________________________	
Benefactor	1yr.	$100.	 	 	 __________	 	 					
Book	Fund	Donation	 	 	 __________	
	
Rose	Brown	Endowment	Fund	 	 __________	 	 					
(RB	is	fully	tax	deductible)	 	 	 	 	
	
TOTAL	 	 	 	 	 ___________________	

Please	make	checks	payable	to	GSSC.	
You	can	also	pay	on	line	with	PayPal	at	www.siskiyougenealogy.org	

Thank	you	for	your	support	for	the	GSSC 
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THE YREKA JOURNAL ~ May 1876 
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James A. Maxwell 

Yreka Journal 

December 26, 1894 GRADUALLY THE PIONEERS ARE LEAVING US 

Gradually, the pioneers of early day California are leaving us. December 16, 1894, at 
his home in Igerna, James A. Maxwell peacefully closed his eyes in eternal slumber, 
while his soul left the aged body and soared away to join the fast increasing sprit 
band of 49ers, now sojourning beyond the Dark River. 

Crossing the plains with ox teams from Illinois in 1849, Mr. Maxwell stayed in 
California five years, when he again returned home and engaged in the lumber 
business, furnishing railroad ties to the Illinois Central Railroad. Escaping with but 
$1,500 out of a fortune of $20,000 during the "wildcat" money panic of 1858, Mr. 
Maxwell again turned his gaze Westward toward the land of the setting sun, this time 
accompanied by his family. The first trip was made with his two elder sons, W.S. and 
H.B. Maxwell. 

Arriving in San Francisco on the 14th day of June, 1858, on the second trip to the 
West Coast area, the Maxwells then started North in the Fall and journeyed over the 
Old Sullaway Trail on mule back from Old Shasta, in Shasta County, and up the 
canyon, with all hands arriving in Siskiyou County safe and sound after a lonely trip 
of many privations and hardships. 

Mr. Maxwell located at the head of Shasta Valley with his family and at once 
embarked in the sawmill business. The deceased also spent considerable money in 
mining enterprises in the Barkhouse District. 

From 1879 to 1884 he conducted a lumberyard in Yreka. At the ripe old age of 82 
years, 4 months and 16 days, the grand old pioneer was prepared to quit this busy 
life with the satisfaction of having faithfully discharged the duties imposed upon him 
by his God; and as a token of respect to the deceased, we (the Journal) say - "Peace 
to his ashes." 

 
 
 
 

THE YREKA JOURNAL ~ December 26, 1894 
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Reader Tanya asks: 
 
I visited a county historical society museum in my parents’ hometown … and they had binders of documents that 
came from a funeral home that had gone out of business. These documents included death certificates and all the 
info that goes with it (i.e., SSN, cause of death). It’s a great genealogical find but I’m concerned that the museum 
might be violating HIPAA laws by having it available to the public. I don’t want them to get in trouble and just 
wanted to get someone’s opinion. What do you think? 
 
Great question, Tanya, and thanks for the opportunity to set the record straight on this, since this isn’t the first 
time this issue has come up. I’ve seen it repeatedly on mail lists for genealogists who’ve been told (a) they can’t 
see coroner’s inquest files or (b) they can’t publish an index of burials or (c) they can’t see cemetery records or 
(d) they can’t see records of a funeral home or (e) — and this one’s my favorite — the funeral home can’t even 
say if it handled a burial. 
 
The short answer to Tanya’s question is NO. The museum — along with the vast majority of archives and 
repositories that genealogists might use — aren’t affected by the federal statute known as HIPAA or the federal 
regulations under the statute at all. Here’s why. 

 
Does HIPAA lock up genealogical archives? 

 
First a bit of background. HIPAA is an acronym — pronounced HIP-puh, often misspelled as HIPPA — for a 
federal statute, the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996.1 
 
What Congress was out to do was make the health care system more efficient by getting electronic information 
exchanges working.2 To get people to go along, the law strongly protects the confidentiality of that information. 
It’s now a federal crime to disclose it without authorization.3 And Congress told the US Department of Health 
and Human Services (“HHS”) to set up privacy rules (called regulations in “fed-speak”4) as well.5 
The statute did a lot of different things, but the aspect we’re all concerned with is its effect on what the law called 
“individually identifiable health information.”6 
The definition of that sort of information in the statute and in the regulations is pretty broad. It includes anything 
that identifies the person by name (or can be used to do that) and shows: 
    • the individual’s past, present or future physical or mental health or condition, 
    • the provision of health care to the individual, or 
    • the past, present, or future payment for the provision of health care to the individual. 
Individually identifiable health information includes things like a person’s name, address, birth date, Social 
Security Number.7 And even with that very broad definition, absolutely not one bit of the law or the regulations 
affects genealogical archives at all. 

Getting hip on HIPAA 
HIPAA doesn’t lock the door on genealogical archives. 

 

BY Judy G. Russell, JD, CG, CGL 
The Legal Genealogist 

 
The words Certified Genealogist are a registered certification 
mark, and the designations CG, CGL and Certified Genealogical 
Lecturer are service marks of the Board for Certification of 
Genealogists, used under license by Board-certified 
genealogists after periodic competency evaluation, and the 
board name is registered in the US Patent & Trademark Office. 
 

Reprinted with permission from: 
 

Judy G Russell, JD, CG, CGL 
The Legal Genealogist 
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The reason is simple: HIPAA only affects “covered entities” — health plans, health care clearinghouses, and 
health care providers, and only if they transmit information in electronic form about certain “covered 
transactions.”8 That means, just as an example, that a K-12 public school that has doctors and nurses and 
psychologists and counselors working with students is NOT a covered entity (in this case, because it doesn’t bill 
for its health-related services).9 
 
And it means, as well, that a genealogical archive like your local historical society museum is NOT a covered 
entity. A library is NOT a covered entity. A cemetery is NOT a covered entity. They’re not in the health care 
business, and the fact that a piece of health-related information shows up in a document they possess doesn’t 
magically morph them into covered entities. 
 
It’s true that sometimes the line between health information and other information can get a little fuzzy, and every 
time it does, the place with the records gets scared and clams up out of fear of violating HIPAA. That happened in 
Nebraska in 2008 when a county historical society wanted access to cemetery records for a former state 
psychiatric hospital. The state agency refused to let the historical society have access, arguing that knowing that 
“because all of those patients buried in the … cemetery had been patients … when they died, releasing their 
names is equivalent to releasing medical records.” The trial court sided with the state because of HIPAA. 
Fortunately, the Nebraska Supreme Court rejected the state’s argument and ordered the records disclosed.10 
Where HIPAA really does have a big effect for genealogists is when we’re looking for what really are medical 
records held by “covered entities,” because right now it provides that we can’t ever get those records no matter 
how long the person has been dead. The law is seriously goofy there, though there is a move afoot to reduce the 
time frame to 50 years after death.11 And when I say “seriously goofy,” I’m not kidding — the official HHS 
answer to “How can family members of a deceased individual obtain the deceased individual’s protected health 
information that is relevant to their own health care?” basically says unless your doctor needs it to treat you right 
now, you need a court order.12 
 
So if records are being held by a medical archive, where the records really are health records, created and kept as 
health records, and not records of a totally different type that might happen to include some small piece of health-
related data, we’re all pretty much out of luck.13 
 
And, of course, there still may be state statutes that come into play here. In my state of New Jersey, for example, 
death certificates aren’t public records for 40 years after the death, and the cause of death usually can’t be 
disclosed except to certain family members or legal representatives.14 (I say usually because the New Jersey 
Supreme Court has held that the public’s right to know trumps the non-disclosure regulation in certain cases.15) 
As another example, death certificates in Florida aren’t public records until 50 years after the death.16 By 
contrast, in Massachusetts, death records are public, period.17 
 
But any access issue would be purely a matter of state law — and would boil down to a question of whether 
access to a privately-held copy of a death certificate could be restricted. HIPAA wouldn’t come into play at all. 
So no. There’s no HIPAA padlock on those records at all. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Judy G. Russell, JD, CG, CGL 
http://www.legalgenealogist.com 
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The Genealogical Society of Siskiyou County 912 S. Main St., Yreka, CA 96097 
 

PUBLICATION ORDER FORM 
 

 [   ] Evergreen Cemetery   $15.00 
 Evergreen Cemetery is located in Yreka, CA 
 
 [   ] Shasta Valley Cemetery District, 1885 to 1995   $15.00 
  This book includes graves in the seven smaller cemeteries in Siskiyou Co. 
 
 [   ]  Winema (Weed) Cemetery   $15.00 
 
 [   ] 100 Years and Going Strong – by Rose L. Hicks Brown   $17.00 
 
 Note:  Shipping and Handling on the above books: $6.00 per book. 
 
 [   ] Siskiyou County Marriages 1852 – 1910   $35.00 
  This is a new reprint of a book put out by our Society many years ago. 
  Includes a brides index. 
 
 [   ] Cowboy Poetry and Barn Sour Verse   $10.00 
  Written by V. June (Blevins) Collins 
 
 [   ]  First Family of the Pacific States Vol 1  A – E   $40.00 
 
 [   ]  First Family of the Pacific States Vol 2  F – M   $40.00 
 
 [   ]  First Family of the Pacific States Vol 3  N – Z   $40.00 
 
  Save $20 off First Family books when purchasing all three! 
 
 Note:  Shipping and Handling on the above five (5) books only: $8.00 per book. 
 We now have Pay Pal on our website!  Check it out!  www.siskiyougenealogy.org 
 
 Membership Year begins July 1st  
  [   ]  New Member            [   ]  Renewal   
 
 Membership Dues  
  [   ]  Individual $25.00    [   ]  Family $30.00 

Total Book(s)  _________________ 
Shipping & Handling  _________________ 

Membership  _________________ 
Donation  _________________ 

Total  _________________ 
Shipping Address: 
Name:  _____________________________________Phone/Cell#:   __________________ 
 
Address:  _________________________ City: ________________ State: _____ Zip: ______ 
 
Email: _____________________________________  Make Checks payable to GSSC 
     Revised: Jan 2016 
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